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Research Based reading strategies
combined with
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to create metaphors that
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engage mind, body, and emotions in learning
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Can they read it FLUENTLY?

(i.e. Accurately, Quickly, and with Expression)

Is there something messing up
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BRIDGE TO READING

Created by Dr. Michele Pickel
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PHONEMIC AWARENESS

albdity to hear, break apart, and blend individual sounds that make up waords




Bridge to Reading Explanation

In effective reading instruction there are 5 key areas that must be taught: Phonemic
Awareness; Decoding (phonics & sight word recognition); Vocabulary; Fluency; and
Comprehension.

Phonemic Awareness, the most basic and most critical skill for learning to read, is
developing the ability to hear the individual sounds (phonemes) that make up a

word. Children must be able to take apart the word sounds and blend them

together. This is foundational in any alphabetic language.

Decoding is learning to match sounds with letters and build them into words. It
encompasses both phonlcs (soundlng out words) and sight words (learning words
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Vocabulary , understanding word meanings, is vital in order to understand what is
read. There is a very high correlation between vocabulary and comprehension and
success in school!

Fluency is the ability to read words accurately, quickly, and with expression. It
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However it is impossible for that bridge to work without the pillars of Decoding and
Vocabulary built firmly on the bedrock of Phonemic Awareness.

Comprehension - making meaning from words- is the goal of reading !




WHY
EXPERIENTIAL READING?

There is areading crisis in our schools andhomes

more than 60% of all students are readingoelow grade level

33% of elementary students &over 25% of middle and high
school studentsread below the basic level needed to reach
proficiency

Memory retention and recall improve dramatically when
movement anchors learning

Students are able tareate metaphors for reading challenges
outside of themselvedyy out potential solutions; then put it
back inside and use those solutions.



Experiential Reading
developed from

Horse Powered Reading
(The Original Experiential Reading)

Summer 2012 Research 8
Research Question
What is the impact of Horse-Powered Reading instruction (EAGALA Model
Equine Assisted Learning used to teach reading) on: motivation to read,
attitude toward reading; self -confidence in ability to read; reading skills
targeted for instruction ?
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from my yearly Faculty Development fund

A | recruited 10 children just finishing grades K -3

A The 10 kids each did 8 one hour long Horse Powered Reading sessions

A As the Reading & Equine Specialist, | worked with a Mental Health
professional and 4 horses using Equine Assisted Learning in the tutoring
sessions (Horse Powered Reading)



How do | know 1t works?

Pre & Post Assessments

A QRI5 Word List Assessment

A QRI5 Graded Paragrapissessment
A Elementary Reading Attitude Survey
A Motivations for Reading Questionnaire
A The Reader SelPerceptionScale

AND
A Parent interviews six months after the tutoring ended



James 1St grade
The horses all laid down.. In his frst Sess
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immediate
improvement in his
reading at school,
and steady . W
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Hehas become aself ¥ &
motivated as well as



Colton z 2" grade

Some challenges from encephalitis at 1 yr old

Nerve damage to right hand

Build a better brain so the
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